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the board of supervisors of the soil conservation district to have such
lands detached. The petition shall describe the lands and state the
reasons why they should be detached. A hearing shall be held by the
board of supervisors within thirty days after the petition is filed.
Due notice of such hearing shall be given by the board of super-
visors. If it is determined by the board of supervisors that the lands
should be detached, its determination shall be certified to the Auditor
of Florence County for recording. After being recorded, the certifi-
cation shall be filed with the State Soil Conservation Committee.
SECTION 17. Petition for discontinuance of district-hearing
-referendum-discontinuance if election and determination fa-
vorable.-(a) At any time after five years after the organization
of the watershed conservation district, twenty-five or more land-
owners within the district, or if less than fifty landowners are in-
volved, a majority of the landowners, may file a petition with the
board of supervisors of the soil conservation district asking that the
existence of the watershed conservation district be discontinued. The
petition shall state the reasons for discontinuance, and that all obliga-
tions of the watershed conservation district have been met. The board
of supervisors may conduct such hearings upon the petition as may
be necessary to assist it in the consideration thereof.
(b) Within sixty days after the petition has been filed with the
board of supervisors it shall give due notice of the holding of a ref-
erendum. The board of supervisors shall hold such referendum sub-
stantially as provided for in Section 10 of this act. The question shall
be submitted by ballots upon which the words "For terminating the
existence of the Coward Watershed Conservation District" and
"Against terminating the existence of the Coward Watershed Conser-
vation District" shall be printed, with a square before each proposi-
tion and a direction to insert an "X" mark in the square before one
or the other of the propositions as the voter may favor or oppose the
discontinuance of the watershed conservation district. All landowners
within the watershed conservation district shall be eligible to vote in
the referendum. Only landowners shall be eligible to vote. No in-
formality in the conduct of the referendum or in any matters relating
thereto shall invalidate the referendum or the results thereof if notice
thereof shall have been given substantially as herein provided and
the referendum shall have been fairly conducted.
(c) The board of supervisors shall publish the results of the ref-
erendum and shall thereafter determine whether the continued opera-


